TWO-DAY WEB SEMINAR

Testifying as an Expert in Forensics: How to Develop "Forensic Trust" Within the Jury

Training Objective:
The primary focus area of this two-day fast paced training program incorporates two
critically important genres. First, is to bring the forensic scientists up to speed on the
wide variety of changes which are occurring within the forensic sciences and how
these changes manifest themselves in the courtroom. For most forensic scientists,
they have not received any continuing education regarding this topic since they were
first trained to testify. The vast majority of issues discussed will have come from the
National Association for Criminal Defense Lawyers and personal contacts with
individual attorneys working in either pre-trial or post-conviction relief roles within
the criminal justice system.
The second and equally important focus area covered will be what I call "Forensic
Trust." Simply put "Forensic Trust is building within the jury trust in the forensic
science you practice and trust in you as a practitioner of that science." It may sound
simple, but without knowledge of how to achieve this must desired level of trust,
forensic scientists are destined to fall far short (without even knowing it). A highly
knowledgeable forensic scientist may be able to expound on their field for days on
end, but just cannot seem to get the jury on board with what they are saying. They
just do not seem trustworthy (many reasons for this) so the jury just does not grasp
the importance of the testimony. If they cannot trust the science, or the scientist,
then the testimony will either be worthless or possibly even harmful. On the other
hand, when you can develop within the members of the jury a trust in you and the
forensic discipline you practice, you have fulfilled within the jury a great need and
then can consider yourself successful.

Basically, the first day will be focused on as many of the changes and challenges in the
industry as possible while the second day will be focused on how to best address
these changes while on the witness stand. We will discuss multiple forensic
disciplines including toxicology with a special emphasis on BAC and Extrapolation in
Court, Breath Alcohol Testing in the 99 Counties in Iowa, Accelerant Detection, DNA
Extraction and Sample Mixtures, CODIS, Instrumental and
Color Testing of Alleged Drugs. Then we will discuss Contamination from Evidence
Receiving through Final Analysis, Industry Conflicts in the Firearms Units Regarding
the Use of CMS Methodology and the OSAC Proposed Standards of Conclusions,
Latent Print Error Rates and OSAC Proposed Standards of Conclusions, Footwear Error
Rates, Questioned Documents and Why this Forensic Discipline is Fading Away into
the Sunset. We will save some time for the really BIG one, which is your Quality
Management System and how it is Dispersed and Controlled Across the State to
include Crime Scenes and Breath Alcohol Instruments. Trust me, there will be
something for everyone present.
The second day will be less stressful than day one. We will be learning as a group and
as individuals how to begin the process of building "Forensic Trust" in the minds of
the jury. One step at a time, making it easier to assimilate into your own witness stand
thought processes. Remember, you are in total control of the witness stand even
though the attorneys and the judge believe they are. No attorney can make you say
anything you do not want to say or make you do anything you do not want to do once
you learn how to control the witness stand. The jury needs to see you as a humble
servant, not as one who seeks the limelight but rather as one who is there to help
them when they need it most. The second day is an absolute winner, winner, chicken
dinner!

Instructor:
Ron Smith, CLPE
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16 Hours
Tuition: $400.00
Register at:
www.RonSmithandAssociates.com
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- Laboratory Experts
- Crime Scene Investigators
- Forensic Specialists
- Medical Legal Death Investigators
- Medical Examiners
- Criminal Justice Trainers
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